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Technology and Our Mission

New technologies are an integral part of our lives, culture and our 
ministries.  It is likely you use computers to help do your tasks and to 
stay connected.  You would not have access to this newsletter 
without email and the web.

Some of you use technology to enhance your programs, to 
communicate with families, to keep yourself and your catechists 
updated, to find resources, and to reach out and evangelize.  
Technology has expanded the horizons and possibilities of our 
ministries in ways we had not imagined just a few years ago.  At the 
same time, we are becoming all too aware of the ‘dangers, toils and 
snares’ of new technologies.  Moving ahead will take creativity, courage, 
and discernment.

Pope Benedict XVI recently addressed the importance of our 
engaging, evaluating and using new technologies in the service of the 
Gospel.  Speaking to the younger ones among us, he said:

"Dear Brothers and Sisters, I ask you to introduce into the culture of this 
new environment of communications and information technology the 
values on which you have built your lives.  In the early life of the Church, 
the great Apostles and their disciples brought the Good News of Jesus to 
the Greek and Roman world. Just as, at that time, fruitful evangelization 
required that careful attention be given to understanding the culture and 
customs of those pagan peoples so that the truth of the gospel would 
touch their hearts and minds, so also today, the proclamation of Christ in 
the world of new technologies requires a profound knowledge of this 
world if the technologies are to serve our mission adequately. It falls, in 
particular, to young people, who have an almost spontaneous affinity for 
the new means of communication, to take on the responsibility for the 
evangelization of this "digital continent". Be sure to announce the Gospel 
to your contemporaries with enthusiasm. You know their fears and their 
hopes, their aspirations and their disappointments: the greatest gift you 
can give to them is to share with them the "Good News" of a God who 
became man, who suffered, died and rose again to save all people. 
Human hearts are yearning for a world where love endures, where gifts 
are shared, where unity is built, where freedom finds meaning in truth, 
and where identity is found in respectful communion. Our faith can 
respond to these expectations: may you become its heralds!"

Read the Pope’s message for World Communications Day 2009 at: 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/communications/index_en.htm

See page 3 for related items.
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Archdiocesan Events

Mar 26      New Directors Retreat,
      TYME OUT Center

Mar 29      Catholic Scouts Adult 
     Awards Banquet

May 8,9    Faith-A-Thon, TYME OUT

July 26-31    Reach Out Reach In

Other Events

Mar 5     Mareda Meeting with 
     Bishop Callahan
     St. Joseph Center

Mar 19    CMD Workshop on
   Adolescent Catechesis
   St. Therese Parish 

Mar 24    Catholic Connections
  Training,  St. William’s 

Mar 28    Wisconsin Catholic 
   Youth Rally, Mount Mary 

Mar 27 or 28   Learning About 
L.I.F.E.  Facilitator 
Training,

   TYME OUT Youth Center

Apr 27-30    NCCL Conference, 
       Detroit, MI

May 27-30    NALM Conference, 
       St. Paul, MN

Nov 19-21    NCYC, Kansas City
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Archdiocesan Events & Resources

CATECHETICAL SUMMER INSTITUTE 2009
"Called to Teach God's Children"

June 15-19, 2009  �•   Advanced
June 22-26, 2009  �•   Basic

July 6-10, 2009     �•   Intermediate

The Summer Institute is forReligious Educators, Catholic School 
Teachers and Parish Catechists.

The Institute offers:
A comprehensive and systematic approach to catechetical education and formation.
Practical applications for the classroom related to different grade levels.

This is a unique opportunity to complete Basic, Intermediate or Advanced Religious Education 
Certification.

For Brochure and Registration Form, click on:
http://www.archmil.org/events/userfiles/CatecheticalSummerInstitute2009.pdf

John Paul II Catechetical Grantsare available for individuals serving in parish programs of religious 
education and youth ministry toward the cost of the Summer Institute.  Application available at:  
http://www.archmil.org/events/userfiles/CatecheticalGrantForm.pdf

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

FAITH-A-THON
The TYME OUT Youth Center and the archdiocesan Office of Catechesis & Youth Ministry
invite your 6th, 7th and 8 th grade youth to take part in the 2009 Faith-A-Thon.

Friday May 8, 2009
8:30am – 2:00pm

or Saturday May 9, 2009
8:30am – 2:00pm

This is a great opportunity for young people learn the basic ‘facts’ of their faith in a fun and 
engaging way. 

Details and registration is available at:  http://tymeout.org/docs/F-A-T_Registration.pdf

FAITH-A-THON Scholarships Available

The Office of Catechesis and Youth Ministry offers scholarships to help parishes or schools 
participate in FAITH-A-THON. Assistance is intended for parishes/schools who would not be able 
to participate without assistance.  For scholarship information please contact 
Gary Pokorny at (414)758-2242 or pokornyg@archmil.org.
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Technology andFaith Formation

Items offered in light of Pope Benedict's challenge. . .

Living Our Faith TV Episode

In November 2008, the Living Our FaithTV Show addressed the "Implications of Modern Technology."  The 
episode pointed to both the lights and shadows of the new technologies in our life.  Marquette University 
student Laura Picardo explained the positive role of new technologies in connecting with young adults. 
Special Agent Eric Szatkowski discussed the importance of monitoring children's internet activity.  You can 
view the episode at: http://www.livingourfaith.net/Season2/LOFvideoWeek1/VideoSegment2.htm

Vatican on youtube

The Vatican, which set out into cyberspace when it launched its website back in 1995,  has now launched its 
own channel on YouTube.  Check it out at:  http://www.youtube.com/vatican .  Pope Benedict launched 
the endeavor with this message: "You must find new ways to spread voices and images of hope through 
the ever-evolving communications system that surrounds our planet.”

Listen to Pope Benedict announce the new endeavor (in English) and speak of the importance of using the 
Internet at:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NkbXNNGk6Jo&feature=channel_page. 

yPray.org

yPRAY.org is a new website dedicated to helping people better acquaint themselves with God through 
prayer. It was developed right here in southeastern Wisconsin and is maintained by St. Joseph
(Wauwatosa) and St. Mary (Elm Grove) Youth Ministry.  The site introduces visitors to the practice of 
prayer, and offers readings, saintly examples, and information on the sacraments.  The site was developed 
through a grant from the Lafferty Family Charitable Foundation, the dedicated research of Marquette 
University’s Manresa Project, and the enthusiastic efforts of St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s Youth Ministry.  
Check it out and pass the word: http://www.ypray.org .

Looking Ahead. . .

In the coming months here in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, we will hold conversations about the 
intersection of technology and faith formation, will try out online catechist formation, and will 
experiment with webinars and web-meetings.
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3 Great Training Opportunities
for Youth Ministers & Catechetical Leaders 

Workshop on Adolescent Catechesis 
Thursday, March 19, 2009

9:00 am-3:00 pm
St. Therese Parish, Milwaukee

The workshop is designed for anyone interested in catechesis and adolescent ministries including 
Pastors, Coordinators of Youth Ministry, Directors of Religious Education, Coordinators of 
Confirmation Preparation, and members of ministry teams.

By participating in this workshop, you will grow in your understanding of and vision for adolescent 
catechesis in all of its settings. You will be prepared to assess your current efforts and enact 
meaningful changes to provide solid catechetical content within your ministry with youth.

For details and registration information, download the flyer at: 
http://www.archmil.org/events/userfiles/AdolescentCatechesisWorkshopBrochure.pdf

. *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Catholic Connections
A Parish Religious Education Program for Grades 6-8

Date: March 24, 2009
Place: St. William's Parish, Waukesha

440 N. Moreland Blvd.
Time: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Trainer: Dennis Kurtz from Saint Mary's Press
Cost: Free!

You are invited to hear about Catholic Connections, a dynamite new program that introduces 
young adolescents to Jesus Christ in a new way and inspires them to follow Him.  Catholic 
Connectionsaims to strengthen the participants' Catholic identity and inspire them to participate 
more fully in the Church's mission.  

To register contact Debbie Olla at 262-781-3480, ext. 252 or deb.olla@stdominic.net. 
Flyer available at: http://www.swparish.org/youthMinistry/pdf/DKTrainingCC.pdf
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Learning about L.I.F.E.
Facilitator Training

Learning about L.I.F.E. is an exciting family-based program on relationships and abuse 
prevention created by Sister Kieran Sawyer and Kathie Amidei to fulfill the “Protecting God’s 
Children” mandate.  The program consists of sessions, one each for children in various levels (Pre-
K through high school) with their parents .  

Prepare to facilitate the program in your school or parish setting.  Training will be held 
Friday, March 27 , repeated Saturday, March 28, 8:30-3:30 PM at the TYME OUT Youth Center.

Those interested in an overview of the program only may attend 8:30-10:30 (recommended for 
pastors).  

Download the flyer and registration form:
http://www.tymeout.org/uploads/FacilitatorTraining%20Mar%2009%20Registration.doc

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

For Catechetical & Youth Ministry Leaders

Mareda , the association of catechetical leaders in the 
Archdiocese of Milwaukee, invites you to:

A Morning with Bishop William Callahan
Thursday, March 5, 2009

8:30 am – 12 noon
St. Joseph Center

1501 S. Layton Blvd., Milwaukee

Lunch for this event is sponsored by our friends at RCL Benziger.

To register, visit the Mareda Event Page http://www.mareda.org/Events.html

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

Disability Ministry Toolkit
Looking for guidance in serving individuals with disabilities?  Trying to make your program as 
welcoming and inclusive as possible.  Check out the online resources assembled by The National 
Catholic Partnership on Disability.  Their Disability Ministry Toolkitis online at:
http://www.ncpd.org/Disability%20Ministry%20Toolkit.htm  
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Catechist Formation around the Archdiocese of Milwaukee

District 12 – Learning Experiences for Catechists

Scripture
Sunday, March 22 from 3 to 4:30 pm

Our Lady of Good Hope at 7152 N. 41st St.
Contact George Butia, Director of Christian Formation 

at 352-1148 or butiag@archmil.org

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

Pentecost Mission
Cardinal Stritch University offers this Basic Adult Education Series in English and Spanish.

Pentecost Mission – English
Main campus at 6801 N. Yates Road, Milwaukee

Saturday, March 7 Ecclesiology: The Changing Faces of the Church
3 clock hours, Theology, B/I/M

Saturday, March 21 Sin and Grace: Understanding God’s Love
3 clock hours, Theology, B/I/M

Saturday, April 4 An Introduction to the First Covenant with Israel
3 clock hours, Scripture, B/I/M

Saturday, April 25  Liturgy and Sacraments: See you at Sunday Mass and…
3 clock hours, Theology, B/I/M

Saturday, May 9  Church History: Key Moments of Our Faith Tradition
3 clock hours, Theology, B/I/M

For complete info: http://www.johnpaul2center.org/images/Pentecost_Mission_Flyer_2009.pdf

Pentecost Mission - Spanish 
2 Locations:  St. Benedict Parish, 137 Dewey Ave., Fontana WI 53125

Or:  Immaculate Conception/St. Mary’s Parish, 1610 Monroe St, West Bend, WI 53090

Saturday, March 7 & 21 Basic Introduction to Ecclesiology
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m
6.5 Hours: Basic/Intermediate Theology

Saturday, April 4 & 21 Basic Introduction to Liturgy and Sacraments
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m
6.5 Hours: Basic/Intermediate Theology
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Youth Ministry 

Wisconsin Catholic Youth Rally
March 28, 2009  

9:45 am - 9:00 pm

Mount Mary College
2900 N. Menomonee River Pkwy

Milwaukee, WI 53222

The WCYR is a powerful, prayerful, day-long worship experience with
Catholic youth from all over Wisconsin and the Midwest.

Open to all 9th - 12th grade students and adult leaders
(Must be registered with at least one adult, 21 years or older.)
Register now!   $25/person – includes 2 meals by March 15th

$30 March 16th - 27th   -   $35 at the door

For More Info visit: www.wyreministries.org

. *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Reach Out Reach In
July 26-31, 2009

Reach Out Reach In(RORI) is an archdiocesan program that invites high school 
youth to a week of transformation and conversion as they serve and experience 
solidarity with those in need through simple living.  We hope that you will consider 
offering this opportunity to the youth of your parish, and you (or another adult) are 
welcome to join your youth for this week of service, prayer and solidarity.
Flyer/registration form for this year can be found at: 
http://extra.archmil.org/events/userfiles/RORI2009RegistrationFlyer.pdf.  

. *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Alternate Confirmation Retreat
Sometimes a confirmation candidate is not able to attend their own parish’s confirmation retreat.  
The TYME OUT Youth Centerwants these youth to have a good retreat experience, either with 
another parish, or on one of their special retreats.  TYME OUT may be able to offer a candidate a 
place on retreat with another parish.  The Center also offers a retreat especially for individual 
confirmation retreatants:    April 3-5, 2009
To make arrangements, contact Margie Lang at (262) 966-1800 or youth@tymeout.org.
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CATHOLIC SUMMER VBS
During the cool months of the year, parishes are planning activities for the 
warmest months – summer Vacation Bible School.  It is good to see that there are 
several publishers who offer Catholic VBS programs.  Here are a few:

Growing with the Saints offers three Catholic VBS programs :

Set Sail with the Holy Three! , 
Parachute with the Angels!
Around the World in 5 Days!   

Visit www.growingwiththesaints.com.

Our Sunday Visitor offers Discovery Canyon .  

Produced in cooperation with Augsburg Fortress.    

Visit http://www.thevbsplace.org/default_osv.aspx

Liguori Publications presents SonRock Kids Camp

Visit:   http://www.liguori.org/vbs/

Harcourt Religion Publishers teams up with Group to 
offer a Catholic version of this year’s VBS 
Crocodile Dock

Take a look at:
http://your.harcourtreligion.com/vbs/index.html

RCL Benziger’s new VBS is all about service…

God’s Big Backyard
Visit: http://rclbooksandmore.stores.yahoo.net/catholicvbs.html
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Keeping Mission in Mind

National Prayer Week: March 15 – 22 is the annual Holy Childhood Association’s (HCA) National 
Prayer Week. World Mission Ministries invites the children of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee to practice 
their missionary spirit and join with other students in our country in praying for their counterparts in 
mission lands throughout the world. A poster with the prayer (in both ENGLISH and SPANISH!) was 
mailed to schools and parishes. If educators cannot locate the mailing, the prayer (in both languages) is 
“on line” through the HCA’s web site: www.hcakids.org. “Polly Parrot” will shed some feathers before 
showing up. Once she is there, click on “Polly’s Place” and then on the National Prayer Week icon. Post 
cards are in the mailing to indicate how many participated from your parish or school.

Fair Trade: In the past, CHOCOLATE, one of our favorite foods, came to us through the exploitation of 
workers, especially children, in West Africa. At this time Hershey, Mars and Nestle are being asked to 
verify that their suppliers fully respect the rights of their farmers and workers, and that they comply with 
international labor laws. In observance of Lent, and with an eye toward our Easter candy purchases, 
World Mission Ministries invites educators, parents and students throughout the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee to act in solidarity with children and adults who might be working in unjust conditions. To 
learn more and to join with voices around the world, click on this link and decide whether or not to send 
your comments to these companies, some of our favorite candy providers: 
http://www.unionvoice.org/campaign/chocolate?rk=5pL%2d2N6qI%5fNwE

“Sweat-free” T-Shirts: Spring is on the horizon and many parish and school activities are in the plans. 
If these require T-shirts, this is a reminder that the Archdiocese of Milwaukee wants to comply with fair 
trade practices and to purchase spirit and sport wear that is not made in “sweatshops” (places that do 
not pay their workers fair wages.) For a chart, estimated prices and assistance with ordering, click here: 
http://www.archmil.org/resources/userfiles/CleanTShirts.pdf

The Story of Saint Patrick
The Story of Saint Patrickis a new picture book that tells of the life of Patrick as a captive, slave, refugee 
and then missionary to the land of his captors.  The book is a project of the Friends of Saint Patrick-
Milwaukee Chapter. The story was originally written and illustrated by the Saint 
Patrick Centre in Northern Ireland where it plays an important part in their 
educational programs.  The original work was adapted for American children by 
the Friends of Saint Patrick, with the encouragement of Archbishop Dolan.  He 
wrote:

I was most impressed by the wonderful and unique way in which Patrick’s 
story was told at the Centre and how the saint’s message of reconciliation 
and Christian unity was having an impact on the peace process in Northern 
Ireland. . .  It is my hope that this book for young students will increase their 
interest in the story of Patrick, so that they may come to understand why he is universally 
celebrated every March.

The book can be purchased at the Irish Fest Centre, 1532 Wauwatosa Avenue, Wauwatosa or online at: 
http://store.irishfeststore.com/ or call 414-476-3378.
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Year of Saint Paul  /  Año de San Pablo

Want to listen to contemporary songs inspired by St. Paul?

Check out the Year of Saint Paul Playlist on the Spirit and Song website:
http://www.spiritandsong.com/musicondemand/playlist/5187

A Resource for Preparing Prayer Services
The US Catholic Bishops have just published Celebrations of the Word in the Year of St. 
Paul: Meditations of Pope Benedict XVI. The booklet features twelve Prayer Services 
based on Pauline readings and meditations from Pope Benedict XVI. The John Paul II 
Center has a limited number available - cost is $5.50 plus $1.50 to mail it. Contact 
Randy Nohl (nohlr@archmil.org or 414-758-2216).

Events sponsored by the John Paul II Center

Morning of Reflection for Women with Bishop Sklba 
Grace: God’s Goodness at Work in the World
Saturday, March 7 – 8:30-11:30 am.
Mount Mary College
http://www.livingourfaith.net/DefaultFilePile/pdf/Morning_of_Reflection_for_WomenMarch7.pdf

Paul and His Co-Workers - Breakfast for Parish Staffs
Friday, March 20, 2009 – 8:00-11:30 a.m.
Cardinal Stritch University
http://www.livingourfaith.net/DefaultFilePile/pdf/Year_of_Saint_Paul_March_Breakfast.pdf

Siguiendo los Pasos de San Pablo 
Friday, March 20, 2009 
Mass 6:00 pm followed by Presentation 7:00 -8:00 p.m.
Principe de Paz/Prince of Peace Parish

http://www.livingourfaith.net/DefaultFilePile/pdf/Pasos_de_San_PabloPrincipe_de_Paz.pdf

For other Year of St. Paul Events in parishes, visit www.livingourfaith.net
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District DRE/DYM Meetings:
Directors of Religious Education and Youth Ministry are strongly encouraged to attend their respective 
District DRE/DYM meetings that take place monthly throughout the Archdiocese.  Important: If your 
district has scheduled meetings beyond those printed below, please contact Bonnie Bresnahan at 414-
758-2240, or via email bresnahanb@archmil.orgso they will appear in subsequent newsletters.  Thank 
you for your cooperation!  (Updated:  3/2/2009)
District 1 (Kenosha County)

K.A.R.E. Group Contact:  Colleen Reddy
(262) 656-7362 or delaneyj@archmil.org

District 8 (Fond du Lac County)
Thursday, April 23, 9:00 a.m., Region Meeting at 
Shepherd of the Hills, Eden
Contact Person:  Terese Markl
(920) 324-5400 ext. 25 or childfam@stjoeschurch.org

District 2 RADRE(Racine County) 
Monday, March 16, 12:00 noon at St. Paul the 
Apostle, Racine
Contact Person:  Susan Gehrig
(262) 633-9005 or gehrigs@archmil.org

District 9 (Sheboygan County)
Thursday, March 12, 10:00 a.m. at Blessed Trinity 
Rectory, Sheboygan Falls
Contact Person:  Barb Leonhardt
(920) 452-2759 or leonhardtb@archmil.org

District 3 (Walworth County)
Thursday, March 12, 10:00 a.m. at St. Robert 
Bellarmine, Union Grove
Contact Person:  Anne Trautner
(262) 248-8526 or rep@stfrancislg.com

District 10 (Ozaukee County)
Tuesday, March 24, 1:00 p.m. at St. Joseph, Grafton
Contact Person: Terry Mahler
(920) 994-8033 or mahlert@archmil.org

Districts 4/5 (Waukesha County)

DREs:  Wednesday, May 27, 9:30 a.m. at St. 
Jerome, Oconomowoc

DYMs:  Wednesday, March 11, 9:30 am at TBS
DRE Contact Person:  Kay Hokans
(262) 547-2763 ext. 206 or khokans.cf@tds.net
DYM Contact Person:  Deb Olla
(262) 783-4248 or debbie.olla@stdominic.net

District 12 (Milwaukee County North, Northwest, West)

Contact Person:  Liz Kuhn
(414) 258-2604  ext. 33 or kuhnl@christkingparish.org

District 6 (Washington County)
Thursday, March 12, 9:30 a.m. at St. Peter, Slinger
Contact Person:  Maureen Mitchell
(262) 628-1141 or mmitchell@sgabrielp.org

District 13 (Milwaukee County East, Central, North Shore) 
Wednesday, March 18, 12:30 p.m. at Shahrazad 
Restaurant, 2847 N. Oakland Ave. (across the street from 
Oakland Trattoria).
Contact Person: Rita Capriolo
(414) 918-1131 or capriolor@archmil.org

District 7 (Dodge County)
Thursday, April 23, 9:00 a.m., Region Meeting at 
Shepherd of the Hills, Eden
Contact Person:  Bill Thimm
(920) 485-0694 or wjtsheart@sbcglobal.net

Districts 14/15/16 (Milwaukee County South, Southwest)

DREs:  
DYMs:  Thursday, March 12, 9:30 a.m. at St. Roman, 
Milwaukee
DRE Contact Person:  Jim Beuscher
(414) 425-3101 or beuscherj@stmaryhc.org
DYM Contact Person:  Carol Fischer
(414) 421-0690 or carol@st-alphonsus.org


