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The Lord Jesus, when he had eaten with his disciples, poured water into a 
basin and began to wash their feet, saying: This example I leave you.

*  *  *
This is the wood of the cross on which hung the savior of the world. 

*  *  *
This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death 

and rose triumphant from the grave.
*  *  *

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
*  *  *

May the blessings of these holy days be yours.

May the mysteries we celebrate inspire your ministry.

May you be ever more conformed to Christ
in whose name you serve.

Blessed Holy Week and Happy Easter
from Gary, Bonnie, and the entire Staff

of the John Paul II Center

Take our Quick Survey
What periodicals are you reading?   Let us know.  

Go to: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9YP87HH

We will share results in a future newsletter.

In This Issue

 Event Calendar
 Archdiocesan Events
 Youth Events 
 Confirmation 2011
 Online Resources
 If you want Peace, protect 

Creation
 Programs for DREs & DYMs
 Catholic VBS Programs
 District Meetings

Archdiocesan Events

Apr 10   'Lord Have Mercy'
Conference

Apr 15   Technology in Faith
                Formation meeting

Apr 29   Spring Gathering of DREs 
and DYMs

May 14 & 15  Faith-a-Thon at
TYME OUT

June 14-July 2  Summer
               Catechetical Institutes

July 25-30  Reach Out Reach In

Sept 19  Catechetical Sunday
                    

                    
Other Events

Apr 12  Mareda – Playing with your
              Ministry,  Franklin

Apr 13  Gathering for Youth
              Ministers,  Oconomowoc

April 15  Wisconsin Adult Faith 
                Formation leader Day,

   Green Bay

Apr 19-22  NCCL Conference, 
                    Las Vegas
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Archdiocesan Events & Resources

SPRING GATHERING of DREs and DYMs
All directors of religious education, youth ministry, lifelong faith formation. . .

Join us for our Spring Gathering

THURSDAY – APRIL 29, 2010
Saint Francis de Sales Seminary
3257 S. Lake Drive, St. Francis

8:30 am        Gathering
9:00 am        Morning Prayer
9:30 am        Archbishop Jerome Listecki
                      Reflections on Catechesis & Youth Ministry

                      Parish Personnel Policies - Jane Budney

                      Matrimony: Sacrament of Enduring Love
                      Previewing Catechetical Sunday - Lydia Lococo

                      Looking Ahead 
                      Programs and Policy Developments - Gary Pokorny

11: 55 am     Departure

Register at: http://www.johnpaul2center.org/Catechesis/CatecheticalLeaders/SpringGathering.htm

Reconciliation Resources
The archdiocesan Season of Mercy is ending, but the need for catechesis on God's gracious mercy 
and on the Sacrament of Reconciliation continues.  Resources on 
the sacrament that were developed for this Season will continue to 
be available on our website.  Visit: 
http://www.johnpaul2center.org and click on the Season of Mercy 
logo.

You will find resources in English and Spanish, including:
o Prayer Cards
o 7 FAQs about Children and the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
o Examinations of Conscience for children, for teens, for parents
o Booklets to purchase
o Online videos showing "How to celebrate the Sacrament"
o And more…

Introduction to Theology of the Body – Clock Hours?

Some participants have asked about religious education clock hours for the Theology of the Body 
presentation on Friday, February 19, 2010.   Yes, the "Introduction to the Theology of the Body" was 
approved for:  3 Clock hours, Theology, Basic/Intermediate/Advanced.
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Scheduling Confirmation 2011
As we enter the Easter Season and approach the celebration of confirmation in many parishes, it is already
time to submit date requests for high school Confirmation for next year, 2011. This week, pastors received 
information on requesting dates for confirmation.

Bishops are available to confirm in 2011 beginning January 8, and continuing through March 27. 
(Because Easter falls later in 2011, an exception is being made for scheduling Confirmations during Lent.)  
Confirmations will resume during the Easter season, continuing until late June (April 29 –June 26), and 
begin again on September 10 continuing until the beginning of Advent (November 20).
Only by exception will youth Confirmation be celebrated without a bishop.

When making a request on behalf of the parish, provide the following information: 
1. Three dates (in order of preference);
2. Parishes involved; 
3. Parish where Confirmation will take place; and
4. Name, address, telephone number, and email for primary contact person.

Requests should be submitted via email no later than May 1, 2010 to confirmation2011@archmil.org. 
Notification of the assigned Confirmation date will be provided by July 1, 2010.

CATECHETICAL SUMMER INSTITUTE 2009
"Called to Teach God's Children"

June 14-18 - Basic Certification
June 21-25 - Intermediate Certification
June 28-July 2 - Advanced Certification

The Summer Institute is for Religious Educators, Catholic School Teachers and Parish Catechists.
The Institute offers:

A comprehensive and systematic approach to catechetical education and formation.
Practical applications for the classroom related to different grade levels.

This is a unique opportunity to complete Basic, Intermediate or Advanced Religious Education Certification.

For Brochure and Registration Information, click on: 
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/Catechesis/CatechistsTeachers/SummerInstitute.htm

John Paul II Catechetical Grants are available to assist with the cost. Application is on the same webpage.
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Lecture on Catholic Sexual Ethics

The 1st Saint Francis Seminary Ethics Lecture will be held on Thursday, April 15 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Francis 
Seminary - Christ King Chapel and will feature Dr. Lisa Cahill of Boston College speaking on the dynamics and 
challenges of presenting the values of Catholic sexual ethics to young people today.  Seminary alumni/ae 
and parish leaders are invited to attend this evening.   For more information: dolane@archmil.org, 414-747-
6463.

Archdiocesan Youth Programs

FAITH-A-THON

The TYME OUT Youth Ministry Center and the archdiocesan Office of Catechesis & Youth Ministry
invite your 6th, 7th and 8th grade youth to take part in the 2010 Faith-A-Thon.

Friday May 14, 2010
8:30am – 2:00pm

or Saturday May 15, 2010
8:30am – 2:00pm

This is a great opportunity for young people learn the basic ‘facts’ of their faith in a fun and engaging way. 
The FAITH-A-THON consists of a series of games on the commandments, sacraments, scripture, doctrine, 
church history, etc. with questions based on the curriculum of the various religion textbooks used in 
archdiocesan schools and religious education programs. Teams play the various games, competing for the 
most points that day.  Details and registration: http://www.tymeout.org/docs/faith-a-thon.pdf.  
Questions?  Contact Marc Puechner, Faith-A-Thon Coordinator, at 262-966-1800 or youth@tymeout.org.

FAITH-A-THON Scholarships Available

The Office of Catechesis and Youth Ministry offers financial assistance to help parishes or schools participate 
in FAITH-A-THON.  Just ask!  This covers the registration fee for a parish/school who could not participate 
without assistance. Contact Gary Pokorny at (414)758-2242 or pokornyg@archmil.org.

Reach Out Reach In
July 25-30, 2010

Reach Out Reach In is an archdiocesan program that invites high school youth 
to a week of transformation and conversion as they serve and experience 
solidarity with those in need through simple living.  We hope that you will 
consider offering this opportunity to the youth of your parish, and you (or 
another adult) are welcome to join your youth for this week of service, prayer 
and solidarity.
Flyer and registration information can be found at: 
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/Catechesis/YouthMinistry/RORI.htm.   
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Programs for Ministry Leaders

Gathering for Youth Ministers!
You are invited to a gathering for prayer and mutual support.  WYRE Minsitries hosts these monthly 
gatherings.  The next will be Tuesday, April 13th from 10am – 12noon at the Redemptorist Retreat 
Center in Oconomowoc. The group will share prayer and fellowship, and a free lunch after for 
anyone who can stay. RSVP to Dave Braun at dbraunym@hotmail.com. 

Playing with Your Ministry
Having problems getting your youth excited about the Catholic faith? Dennis Kurtz from St. Mary’s Press
will demonstrate the many different ways we can reach the youth of our Faith Formation programs and still 
have LOTS of fun!   

Monday, April 12, 2010
9:00am-12:00pm

St. James Parish, Franklin
The morning is sponsored by Mareda, the association of catechetical leaders.  
Non-Members only $10.   Details and registration at www.mareda.org   

Plan on attending the next Mareda gathering too –A Morning with Bishop Richard Sklba on May 20.

Statewide Adult Faith Formation Leadership Day
"Drink to the Thirsty" is the theme for the gathering of adult formation professionals and volunteers from 
around the state of Wisconsin.  Sponsored by the Diocese of Green Bay and adult formation leaders 
statewide. 

Thursday, April 15
8:30 a.m. (Mass -- First session 9:30) to 3:30 p.m 
Bishop Wycislo Center (St. Francis Xavier Cathedral), 139 S. Madison St., Green Bay
Cost: $20 (includes refreshments, lunch, and all materials)

Registration at: http://www.gbdioc.org/adult-faith-formation/drink-to-the-thirsty-leadership-day.html.
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Resources
Earth Day is April 22

This year marks the 40th Anniversary of Earth Day.  It was Wisconsin senator Gaylord Nelson who proposed a 
day for citizens to demonstrate their concern for the environment and their commitment to change.  Millions 
participated that first year and the movement grew.  Clean air, water and endangered species legislation 
followed.  In later years, Earth Day became an international event.  It is, of course, a secular celebration.  But 
the concerns are not foreign to Catholic faith.  Pope Benedict XVI, in particular, 
has highlighted connections between environmental concerns and the gospel 
message.  

In his message for World Day of Peace this year, he wrote, 
"If You Want to Cultivate Peace, Protect Creation."  

Read the pope's message at: 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/messages/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20091208_xliii-world-day-peace_en.html.   

CATHOLIC SUMMER VBS
Many parishes are planning activities for the summer – Vacation Bible School or 
Catholic Kids Camps.  Several publishers offer Catholic programs or Catholic 
supplements to their VBS programs.  Here are a few:

Growing with the Saints offers four Catholic Kids Camps :

Parade Around the Our Father,  Set Sail with the Holy Three!, 
Parachute with the Angels!  and Around the World in 5 Days!  
Visit www.growingwiththesaints.com.

Our Sunday Visitor offers Baobab Blast
an invitation to be a part of God’s Great Get-Together .  
Produced in cooperation with Augsburg Fortress.    
Visit http://www.thecatholicvbsplace.org/

Liguori Publications presents SonQuest Rainforest 
Visit:  http://www.liguori.org/vbs/

Harcourt Religion Publishers teamed with Group to offer a Catholic 
version of the new High Seas Expedition.
Take a look at:  http://your.harcourtreligion.com/vbs/index.html

         

And they still support Crocodile Rock 
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District DRE/DYM Meetings:
Directors of Religious Education and Youth Ministry are strongly encouraged to attend their respective 
District DRE/DYM meetings that take place monthly throughout the Archdiocese.  Important: If your 
district has scheduled meetings beyond those printed below, please contact Bonnie Bresnahan at (414) 
758-2240, or bresnahanb@archmil.org so they can be included in subsequent newsletters.  Thank you 
for your cooperation!  (Updated:  4/5/2010)

District 1 (Kenosha County)

K.A.R.E. Group Contact:  Colleen Reddy
(262) 656-7362 or delaneyj@archmil.org

District 8 (Fond du Lac County)
Thursday, April 22, 9:00 a.m., District 7 & 8 Day of 
Reflection in Fond du Lac
Contact Person:  Terese Markl
(920) 324-5400 ext. 25 or childfam@stjoeschurch.org

District 2 RADRE (Racine County)
Monday, April 19, 9:00 a.m. at St. Mary, Racine
Contact Person:  Susan Gehrig
(262) 633-9005 or gehrigs@archmil.org

District 9 (Sheboygan County)
Thursday, April 8, 10:00 a.m. at St. John the Evangelist, 
Kohler
Contact Person:  Barb Leonhardt
(920) 452-2759 or leonhardtb@archmil.org

District 3 (Walworth County)
Thursday, May 13, 10:00 a.m. at St. Clare, Wind 
Lake
Contact Person:  Anne Trautner
(262) 248-8526 or rep@stfrancislg.com

District 10 (Ozaukee County)
Tuesday, May 4, 12:00 noon at Our Lady of the Lakes, 
Random Lake
Contact Person: Terry Mahler
(920) 994-8033 or mahlert@archmil.org

Districts 4/5 (Waukesha County)

DREs:  Monday, May 24, 9:30 a.m. at Blessed 
Teresa, North Lake (with DYMs)

DYMs:  Monday, April 26, 9:30 a.m. at St. Luke, 
Brookfield
DRE Contact Person:  Kay Hokans
(262) 547-2763 ext. 206 or khokans.cf@tds.net
DYM Contact Person:  Deb Olla
(262) 783-4248 or debbie.olla@stdominic.net

District 12 (Milwaukee County North, Northwest, West)

Contact Person:  Liz Kuhn
(414) 258-2604  ext. 33 or kuhnl@christkingparish.org

District 6 (Washington County)

Contact Person:  Maureen Mitchell
(262) 628-1141 or mmitchell@sgabrielp.org

District 13 (Milwaukee County East, Central, North 
Shore) 

Contact Person: Rita Capriolo
(414) 918-1131 or capriolor@archmil.org

District 7 (Dodge County)
Thursday, April 22, 9:00 a.m., District 7 & 8 Day 
of Reflection in Fond du Lac
Contact Person:  Bill Thimm
(920) 485-0694 or wjtsheart@sbcglobal.net

Districts 14/15/16 (Milwaukee County South, Southwest)

DRES:  
DYMs:  
DRE Contact Person:  Karen Bushman
(414) 481-0777 or karenbushman@saintveronica.org
DYM Contact Person:  Carol Fischer
(414) 421-0690 or carol@st-alphonsus.org


