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From the Director

This week, Archbishop Dolan has been installed as Archbishop of New 
York.  We rejoice with him and with the Church of New York.  

Here in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, we experience a "Vacant See," 
that is, the archbishop's chair is empty.  We await appointment of a new 
archbishop sometime in the future.  In the interim, a diocesan 
administrator will be appointed to oversee the ongoing affairs and 
operations of the archdiocese.

But we are not without direction and certainly not without work to do.  
Our ministries continue…in parishes, in Catholic organizations, in 
archdiocesan offices, in our daily lives.  We do not need to wait for a new
archbishop to know what we have been called to.

During this time of diocesan transition, with its mixture of celebration, 
memory, and wondering about the future, we continue our service, we 
support one another in ministry, and we walk in the Lord's company.

To remember but also to look ahead, I recall a few quotes from 
Archbishop Dolan's messages to us.

"The church is in the teaching business big-time. Our DREs and catechists 
deserve a lot of credit – and support – for the vocation they embrace. 
Thanks! "                                     – Herald of Hope, Sept '07

"The Church never apologizes for her concentration on children and 
young people.  Common sense tells us that the lessons learned as kids, 
stay with us forever.  A childhood without formal religious education 
leaves us spiritually and morally awkward as adults."   

              – Some Seed Fell on Good Ground

"Many are tempted to feel that they need no more formation in the faith 
once they’re graduated from eighth grade or high school.  Baloney!   
Formation in our faith is lifelong! And so many of us now are coming to 
realize that!   

… Education in our Catholic 
faith is a lifelong journey."

      -Herald of Hope, Sept ‘07
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On the youth of the Church: 
"At a time of otherwise bad news, studies show us young people are recovering a vibrant sense of Catholic 
faith, prayer, worship and pastoral charity.  True, a lot of young people still drift away from or reject the 
Church, but many are joining or renewing their own sense of solidarity with the Church.   We see it here, in 
southeastern Wisconsin . . .  reports of young Catholics, proud of their faith, in love with Jesus and His 
Church, led by wonderful youth ministers. . . .  Our youth are not just the future of the Church we love; they 
are the present.  They give me immense hope and joy."

-Some Seed Fell On Good Ground, July ‘08

On the challenges of we face:
"Just as we have problems in our Catholic schools, we also have them in our religious education programs:  
overworked leaders, tight budgets, a scarcity of trained catechists, students who would rather not be there, 
poor attendance, little or no follow-through at home, and so little time . . .   And yet our catechists struggle 
on valiantly, and do great work.  Earlier, we had the parable of Jesus about the Sower and the Seed.  All the 
farmer can do is sow the seed.  Not much he or she can do about the soil, the wind, the sun, the rain.  He or 
she does his/her best and trusts in the Lord of the harvest for the rest.  God bless our “catechetical 
farmers” who spread the seed of God’s word to our children and adults!  You have our prayers, our 
support, our thanks!"             - Some Seed Fell on Good Ground, Sept '08

Archbishop Dolan is known well for his frequent expressions of gratitude.

"Thanks for all you do."  
"Thanks be to God."

Archdiocesan News & Events

Scheduling Confirmation in 2010

Pastors have been asked by the bishops to request dates for the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation next year, that is, 2010.   Each parish should submit 3 dates 
in order of preference, and indicate where the celebration will take place, which 
parishes will be involved, and a contact person.  Requests should be submitted to 
Stephen Harvey at harveys@archmil.org. 

Adult Confirmation 2009
The Archdiocese of Milwaukee will celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation for adults at:

Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist
Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2009
2:00 PM

If your parish has adult candidates and is interested in celebrating at the Cathedral, please visit
http://www.archmil.org/aboutus/ShowEvent.asp?ID=6607&date=5/31/2009  for more information.



- 3 -

CATECHETICAL SUMMER INSTITUTE 2009
"Called to Teach God's Children"

June 15-19, 2009    Advanced
June 22-26, 2009    Basic

July 6-10, 2009       Intermediate

The Summer Institute is for Religious Educators, Catholic School 
Teachers and Parish Catechists.

The Institute offers:
A comprehensive and systematic approach to catechetical education and formation.
Practical applications for the classroom related to different grade levels.

This is a unique opportunity to complete Basic, Intermediate or Advanced Religious Education 
Certification.

For Brochure and Registration Form, click on: 
http://www.archmil.org/events/userfiles/CatecheticalSummerInstitute2009.pdf

John Paul II Catechetical Grants are available for individuals serving in parish programs of religious 
education and youth ministry toward the cost of the Summer Institute.  Application available at:  
http://www.archmil.org/events/userfiles/CatecheticalGrantForm.pdf

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

FAITH-A-THON
Faith-A-Thon is a fun and engaging way for middle school youth to learn and to demonstrate their 
knowledge of the basic ‘facts’ of their faith.  The excitement and energy is incredible.

The TYME OUT Youth Center and the archdiocesan Office of Catechesis & Youth Ministry
invite your 6th, 7th and 8th grade youth to take part in the 2009 Faith-A-Thon.

Friday May 8, 2009
8:30am – 2:00pm

or Saturday May 9, 2009
8:30am – 2:00pm

Details and registration is available at:  http://tymeout.org/docs/F-A-T_Registration.pdf

FAITH-A-THON Team Scholarships Available

The Office of Catechesis and Youth Ministry offers financial assistance to help parishes or schools 
participate in FAITH-A-THON.   For scholarship information please contact Gary Pokorny at
(414)758-2242 or pokornyg@archmil.org.
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Reach Out Reach In
July 26-31, 2009

Reach Out Reach In (RORI) is an archdiocesan program that invites high school 
youth to a week of transformation and conversion as they serve and experience 
solidarity with those in need through simple living.  We hope that you will 
consider offering this opportunity to the youth of your parish, and you (or 
another adult) are welcome to join your youth for this week of service, prayer 
and solidarity.
Flyer/registration form for this year can be found at: 
http://extra.archmil.org/events/userfiles/RORI2009RegistrationFlyer.pdf.  

Catholic Scouting

Congratulations to the Archdiocese of Milwaukee Catholic Committee on 
Scouting which received the Quality Diocese Award for 2008.  This honor is 
given to dioceses that demonstrate quality through an active diocesan 
committee, training programs for adult leaders and counselors, promotion of the 
Catholic emblem programs for Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts, and promoting 
Catholic scouting as a form of the church’s ministry with young people.  
Congratulations and thanks to the men and women of our Catholic Committee 
here in southeastern Wisconsin.

Free Webinar on Addressing Suicide

The National Catholic Partnership on Disability will offer a webinar entitled,
Access to Tools in Addressing Suicide: Pastoral Supports and Prevention Strategies

Tuesday, October 20, 2009 12:00Noon-1:30p.m. CDT

NCPD presents this extended webinar in recognition of an important topic requested by those serving in youth, 
catechetical, pastoral and mental health ministries.  The webinar will feature noted columnist, teacher and 
theologian Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI; Dr. Thomas Welch, a forensic psychiatrist with a Masters Degree in Pastoral 
Ministry, member of the NCPD Council on Mental Illness; and Claire Woodruff,  Religious Education 
Coordinator for the Archdiocese of Portland and Facilitator of the Suicide Bereavement Support Organization.

Cost: Free of charge to those serving in parishes and schools in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. (When 
registering, simply indicate that you are a member of an affiliate diocese, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.)

NOTE:  This webinar was originally planned for May 12 but has been moved to October 20, 2009 due to 
scheduling conflicts. Watch for details when the date is nearer.  Check: http://www.ncpd.org/Webinars.htm. 
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Support  and Training Opportunities for Leaders

Gathering for Youth Ministers and DREs

WYRE Ministries invites you to the first monthly gathering for prayer and fellowship!  
This is an opportunity to be renewed in the midst of your ministry with young people.

When: Tuesday April 28 from 10 am-12 noon (Free lunch to follow!)
Where: Redemptorist Retreat Center, Oconomowoc.
What:  Gather for refreshments, praise and worship, spiritual insights and direction by Fr. Jim 
White, pray for one another finish by taking all we are in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  Stay 
for lunch and continued conversation.  All at no cost to you.

Details at http://www.wyreministries.org/
RSVP to Dave Braun:  dbraunym@hotmail.com by April 20th.

Mareda Retreat

Mark your calendar for Sabbath Retreat: Allowing Our Souls to Catch Up to Us, June 3-4, 2009
at Saint Francis Seminary retreat house.   Dr. Pat Moran will lead the retreat.  
Watch www.mareda.org for details.

Catechesis of The Good Shepherd
Level 1 Training Course

The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is an approach to the religious formation of children ages 3-12.  
This ever-evolving catechetical approach was begun by Sofia Cavalletti, a scripture scholar, and
Gianna Gobbi, a Montessori educator, who founded the first Good Shepherd Atrium in Rome.

Objectives of the course:
 To explore the religious nature and most vital needs of the 3-year-old to 6-year-old child
 To present the methodology and guiding principles of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
 To broaden the catechist’s ability to observe and learn from children, to listen 

with children to scripture, and to deepen the catechist’s enjoyment of 
God’s presence

 To offer assistance in preparing the “atrium” environment, and make a
catechist’s album and catechetical materials

COURSE SCHEDULE:
2009:  June 15-19,  October 16-17
2010:  March 5-6, June 14-18

Courses will be held at St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church, Pewaukee
Brochure at: http://www.stbartspewaukee.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=BPGswN2o4VE%3d&tabid=386
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Transformational Ministry: Changing Lives
When:   Thursday, May 7, 2009: 1:00 – 4:00
Where:   House of Peace, 1702 W. Walnut Street, Milwaukee
Presenter:   Dr. Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart

What do business executives, professors and teenagers in the Milwaukee area have in 
common? They say the same things about leadership!  Come to “Transformational Ministry: 
Changing Lives,” and you will:

 learn the 4 core experiences and 2 relationships that lead to transformation.
 see clips from five popular movies that demonstrate these.
 identify how M&Ms use Transformational Ministry in our daily lives.
 have meaningful conversations with colleagues.
 realize how to apply these concepts in your school, parish, business, organization, 

family, and personal life.

“Transformational Ministry” is based on Dr. Calderone’s three-year research on factors 
influencing a young person to be a leader in the church. She found that successful business 
executives and successful faculty identified the same five factors as did the young people!  
Moreover, research on leadership, education, social action, and spiritual reflection point to 
the same processes described by the teenagers! 

This workshop presents an approach that mindfully weaves together learning, reflection, 
leadership and service, with consistent peer and mentor support. Participants will learn how 
to create a transformational environment and offer programming that changes lives.

Following the workshop, there will be a two-hour Reception celebrating the
10th Anniversary of Tomorrow’s Present , the youth leadership ministry that began with 
Saint Francis Seminary and the Archdiocese of Milwaukee and is now a ministry of House of 
Peace and the Leadership Center at Cardinal Stritch University. 

For more information, and to RSVP to the workshop, the reception or both, contact Lisa: 414-
545-6006 or lisa@tomorrowspresent.org. For more information about Tomorrow’s Present and 
Transformational Ministry, visit www.tomorrowspresent.org. 
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Summer Programs for Leaders

Here is a sampling of summer formation and learning opportunities for youth ministers, DREs, 
catechumenate directors, and lifelong faith formation leaders.

The National Institute in Lifelong Faith Formation

This Institute provides the vision, skills, and methods that leaders need to implement and enhance 
catechesis for children, youth and adults.  The Institute will be held at the National Shrine of Our Lady 
of the Snows in Belleville, Illinois. Course options:  

Catechizing for Discipleship - Sunday-Thursday, July 19-23
Envisioning & Planning for Adolescent Catechesis - Sun-Thurs, July 19-23
Fashioning Lifelong Faith Formation - Sunday-Thursday, July 26-30
Fostering Learning in a Community of Disciples - Sun-Thurs, July 26-30

Brochure available at:
http://www.cmdnet.org/images/ILFF/NILFF%202009/CMD-200812-ILFF%20Brochure_web.pdf

ND Vision for Campus and Youth Ministers

ND Vision CYM is a summer conference series designed for high school, diocesan, and parish youth 
ministers. Held at the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, ND Vision CYM engages youth 
ministers in an experience of God’s call and the response of faith. More information, visit the ND 
Vision CYM website:  http://vision.nd.edu. 

Certificate in Youth Ministry Studies

Offered by the Center for Ministry Development (CMD), this is a ministry education program for 
those working with youth in parish and school settings. It equips leaders with the knowledge, 
skills, and practical tools for creative and comprehensive youth ministry .

Here in Wisconsin, the Certificate is offered at the Mount Tabor Center, 522 Second Street, 
Menasha WI 54952.   Year 1 Courses (of the two year certificate):

Principles of Youth Ministry  June 18-19, 2009  
Practices of Youth Ministry June 20-21, 2009  
Foundations for Leadership  August 6-7, 2009  
Skills for Christian Leadership  August 8-9, 2009  

For schedules and locations visit the CMD webpage and click on Course Navigator : 
http://secure.cmdnet.org/index.cfm?id=DF7F8A1C-034B-48C4-2D7B3A4BDE84888C  
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Summer Institute at Catholic Theological Union

CTU invites you to Chicago for one-week courses for credit or audit.   Among the courses are 
these 3 in youth ministry:

Walking with Youth: A Foundation for Catholic Youth Ministry

Walking with Youth : Empowering Youth for Church Leadership

Walking With Youth : Pastoral Considerations for the Margins  

More info at: 
http://www.ctu.edu/Courses_and_Programs/Continuing_Education/Summer_InstituteIntroduction.html

The Initiation Experience: Beginnings Plus

Beginnings Plus,  a partnership of The North American Forum on the Catechumenate and the Catholic 
Theological Union,  will be held in Chicago, 
June 29-July 2, 2009.  This program: 

 presents the vision of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
 provides experience of the flow, steps, and periods of the Rite
 focuses on adults and children
 teaches the skills necessary for local implementation
 deepens understanding of the conversion journey

Brochure at: http://www.naforum.org/new_site/files/cal_197_registration%20brochure.pdf

Catechist Formation around the Archdiocese

Pentecost Mission – English
Cardinal Stritch University, 6801 N. Yates Road, Milwaukee

Saturday, April 25  Liturgy and Sacraments: See you at Sunday Mass and…
3 clock hours, Theology, B/I/M

Saturday, May 9  Church History: Key Moments of Our Faith Tradition
3 clock hours, Theology, B/I/M

For complete info: http://www.johnpaul2center.org/images/Pentecost_Mission_Flyer_2009.pdf
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Summer Opportunities for Youth 

Extended mission trips, conferences, camps, and pilgrimages are high impact experiences that can be 
transformative for youth. They present opportunities for leadership development, deeper experiences of 
community, and an opportunity to help youth feel a part of the larger Catholic community. Besides our own 
Reach Out Reach In (see page 3), here are some other great opportunities for your young people. 

SummerTYME Camps
for Middle School Youth

These camps at the TYME OUT Youth Center provide middle school youth (entering grades 6-9) with a 
six day, five night residential camp experience.  SummerTYME Camps create an environment which 
foster Character, Confidence and Community through focused instruction by coordinators who are 
experts in their field, and recreational activities.

Camp PraiseTYME -- July 5-10, 2009
St. Augustine said, "When you sing, you pray twice."  There are many ways to pray and give praise to 
God.  Come and explore some of the different methods of praising God with a joyful heart.

Young Catholic Stewards -- July 5-10, 2009
Service to others and Earth spirituality will be the emphases of this camp experience.  Campers will 
meet new friends and work as part of a team to serve others and explore creative new ideas of 
stewardship.  

For details, as for info on other camps this summer, visit:  
http://tymeout.org/residential_camps.shtml.

ONE BREAD, ONE CUP
A five-day Liturgical Leadership Conference for parish and school teams of high school students and their adult 
leaders at St Meinrad’s School of Theology in Indiana. The conference offers today’s teenagers a deeper 
understanding of, involvement in, and enthusiasm for the liturgy. More information at: 
http://oboc.saintmeinrad.edu/conferences.aspx.

ND Vision
Week-long conferences on the Notre Dame University campus encourage youth to recognize their gifts and 
learn how to use them in response to God’s call in their lives. Four conferences are offered this summer: June 
15-19, June 22-26, July 6-10, July 13-17. More information is available at: 
http://vision.nd.edu/Welcome_to_Notre_Dame_Vision/Home.html.
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Resources for Easter and Beyond

Here is a sampling of Online Resources for the Easter Season.

Easter Season in the Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy
http://www.usccb.org/liturgy/easter.shtml

Easter Online at AmericanCatholic.org
http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/Easter/default.asp

Easter Resources at Loyola Press
http://www.loyolapress.com/easter-resources.htm

Free Intergenerational Event for Easter Season at We Believe (Sadlier)
http://www.webelieveweb.com/gather.cfm?page=easter

Interactive Liturgical Calendar @ Cyberfaith.com
http://www.cyberfaith.com/liturgical_year.cfm

Easter is a Season of Sacraments…from the sacraments of initiation at the Easter 
Vigil, to First Communions and Confirmations, and Ordinations and Marriages.  We 
celebrate and participate deeply in the fruits of the Paschal Mystery.

Extend catechesis on the sacraments with:
Videos on the Seven Sacraments from the US Conf. of Catholic Bishops
http://www.usccb.org/video/sacraments.shtml

Looking to support marriages in the families of your parish?  Check out 
For Your Marriage , a initiative of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops
http://www.foryourmarriage.org/

And, in all seasons, refer your adults to Living Our Faith for reflections, 
readings, Q&A, TV Episodes and more.
http://www.livingourfaith.net/

Year of Saint Paul  Resource

The US Catholic Bishops have just published Celebrations of the Word in the 
Year of St. Paul: Meditations of Pope Benedict XVI. The booklet features 
twelve Prayer Services based on Pauline readings and meditations from Pope 
Benedict XVI. The John Paul II Center has a limited number available - cost is$5.50 plus $1.50 to 
mail it. Contact Randy Nohl (nohlr@archmil.org or 414-758-2216).
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CATHOLIC SUMMER VBS
Planning for summer Vacation Bible School?  There are several publishers who 
offer Catholic VBS programs:

Growing with the Saints offers three Catholic VBS programs :

Set Sail with the Holy Three! , 
Parachute with the Angels!
Around the World in 5 Days!   

Visit www.growingwiththesaints.com.

Our Sunday Visitor offers Discovery Canyon .  

Produced in cooperation with Augsburg Fortress.    

Visit http://www.thevbsplace.org/default_osv.aspx

Liguori Publications presents SonRock Kids Camp

Visit:  http://www.liguori.org/vbs/

Harcourt Religion Publishers teams up with Group to offer 
a Catholic version of this year’s VBS 
Crocodile Dock

Take a look at:
http://your.harcourtreligion.com/vbs/i
ndex.html

RCL Benziger’s new VBS is all about service…

God’s Big Backyard
Visit: http://rclbooksandmore.stores.yahoo.net/catholicvbs.html
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District DRE/DYM Meetings:

Directors of Religious Education and Youth Ministry are strongly encouraged to attend their 
respective District DRE/DYM meetings that take place monthly throughout the Archdiocese.  
Important: If your district has scheduled meetings beyond those printed below, please contact Bonnie 
Bresnahan at (414) 758-2240, orbresnahanb@archmil.orgso they can be included in subsequent 
newsletters.  Thank you for your cooperation!  (Updated:  4/27/2009)
District 1 (Kenosha County)

K.A.R.E. Group Contact:  Colleen Reddy
(262) 656-7362 or delaneyj@archmil.org

District 8 (Fond du Lac County)
Thursday, April 23, 9:00 a.m., Region Meeting at 
Shepherd of the Hills, Eden
Contact Person:  Terese Markl
(920) 324-5400 ext. 25 or childfam@stjoeschurch.org

District 2 RADRE(Racine County)
Monday, April 20, 12:00 noon at St. Patrick, 
Racine
Contact Person:  Susan Gehrig
(262) 633-9005 or gehrigs@archmil.org

District 9 (Sheboygan County)
Thursday, May 21, 11:00 a.m., at St. Clement Parish,  
Sheboygan
Contact Person:  Barb Leonhardt
(920) 452-2759 or leonhardtb@archmil.org

District 3 (Walworth County)
Thursday, May 14, 10:00 a.m. at St. Robert 
Bellarmine, Union Grove (NOTE CHANGE OF 
DAY, DATE & LOCATION )
Contact Person:  Anne Trautner
(262) 248-8526 or rep@stfrancislg.com

District 10 (Ozaukee County)
Tuesday, May 26, 11:30 a.m. at the Jewish Community 
Center Day Camp, Fredonia
Contact Person: Terry Mahler
(920) 994-8033 or mahlert@archmil.org

Districts 4/5 (Waukesha County)
DREs:  Wednesday, May 27, 9:30 a.m. at St. 
Jerome, Oconomowoc
DYMs:  Wednesday, May 13, 9:30 am at TBS
DRE Contact Person:  Kay Hokans
(262) 547-2763 ext. 206 or khokans.cf@tds.net
DYM Contact Person:  Deb Olla
(262) 783-4248 or debbie.olla@stdominic.net

District 12 (Milwaukee County North, Northwest, West)

Contact Person:  Liz Kuhn
(414) 258-2604  ext. 33 or kuhnl@christkingparish.org

District 6 (Washington County)
Wednesday, April 22, 10:00 a.m. – Pot Luck – at 
St. Gabriel, Hubertus
Contact Person:  Maureen Mitchell
(262) 628-1141 or mmitchell@sgabrielp.org

District 13 (Milwaukee County East, Central, North 
Shore) 
Wednesday, May 20, 12:30 p.m. at Cempazuchi on 
Brady Street.
Contact Person: Rita Capriolo
(414) 918-1131 or capriolor@archmil.org

District 7 (Dodge County)
Thursday, April 23, 9:00 a.m., Region Meeting at 
Shepherd of the Hills, Eden
Contact Person:  Bill Thimm
(920) 485-0694 or wjtsheart@sbcglobal.net

Districts 14/15/16 (Milwaukee County South, Southwest)
DREs:  
DYMs:  Thursday, May 14, 9:30 a.m. at Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Milw.
DRE Contact Person:  Jim Beuscher
(414) 425-3101 or beuscherj@stmaryhc.org
DYM Contact Person:  Carol Fischer
(414) 421-0690 or carol@st-alphonsus.org


