
- 1 -

Welcome to our New Archbishop
We welcome Archbishop Jerome Listecki to the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee.  On Saturday, November 14, the Vatican announced 
that Pope Benedict XVI  has named the Most Reverend Jerome 
Edward Listecki as the 11th Archbishop of Milwaukee. 

Listecki, 60, has served as bishop of LaCrosse since 2005.  He will 
be installed as Archbishop of Milwaukee on January 4th.  His 
biography is available at www.archmil.org. 

Archbishop Listecki on Young People in the Church

In a press conference introducing him to the people of 
southeastern Wisconsin, Listecki was asked what he brings to the 
challenge of bringing young people back into church. Archbishop 
Listecki said, "I don't know if I bring anything more unique than the 
Gospel itself, but to put it in a context that challenges youth."  

He added that we often put off the challenge and say, "Those 
things are far better left for later in life, for in your 20s. . . Our 
young people today are hungry for the challenge...hungry to be 
confronted by, literally, the Gospel message."

Learning from his own experience, he explained, "In my youth 
work, as a priest and as a bishop, I was constantly amazed.  I would 
set the bar here for youth (gesture), and they would far surpass it. 
. .  Their energies were there to make the type of commitments 
that really make a statement to the rest of the church."

Offering a vision, he said, "When we have youth programs, they'll 
challenge those young people to live out their faith and challenge 
them to evangelize their communities.  What a great example it is 
when you see a young person who is on fire with his dedication 
and love for the church.  It's contagious... young people see it and 
say 'I want what he or she has.' And all of a sudden, the Gospel 
message takes root and the person of Christ starts to come in and 
they see how their lives are being formed and fashioned."
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He concluded by saying that what he brings is to make sure that our message as a church "is set 
before them as a challenge for them to live out in their lives."

God our Father, our shepherd and guide,
look with love on Jerome your servant
whom you appointed pastor of the Church of southeastern Wisconsin.
May his word and example inspire and guide this local Church.
May he, and all those in his care,
come to the joy of everlasting life.

Prayers Requested
Please keep Lisa Marie Calderone in your prayers.  She has been diagnosed with an aggressive form of 
cancer.  Lisa is the director and founder of Tomorrow's Present.  She had also served as director of young 
adolescent ministry for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, initiated several youth training programs, and is the 
author of engaging books for young people and for those ministering with youth.

Lisa shares her journey and reflections online at http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/lisacalderone.

Archdiocesan Events

New Directors Institute
All directors of religious education, youth ministry and lifelong faith formation who are new to ministry or 
new to the archdiocese this year or last year are invited to participate in the New Directors Institute.  The 
institute provides information, support and resources that will be helpful as your ministry unfolds. 

The institute began in November, but new participants are always welcome.  Future dates are December 
10, January 12, February 11, March 11 and a retreat day on April 13.   The program meets 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 
p.m. at the St. Joseph Center in Milwaukee.  For complete schedule, topics and registration, visit:
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/Catechesis/CatecheticalLeaders/NewDirectorsInstitute.htm

Intergenerational Network Meeting
Wednesday, December 9 - 1:00-3:00 pm

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 3722 S. 58th St, Milwaukee.

This gathering is for anyone who is interested or currently involved with intergenerational faith formation 
programs. Some of the topics for discussion include:

 What’s working and not working regarding intergenerational programming?
 Samples of your yearly programming (please bring copies).
 Suggestions for “all ages” activities and ideas for short closing activities.
 How to engage elementary and high school families?
 Adult formation topics including successful speakers and presentation topics.

No pre-registration is needed, but please contact Randy Nohl, nohlr@archmil.org or 414-758-2216 if you 
have any questions or would like more information.
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Co-Workers Breakfast: Reaching Young Adults
Friday, December 11, 2009 – 8:00-11:30 am

Cardinal Stritch University, 6801 N. Yates Road, Milwaukee, WI 53217

Featuring: Mike Hayes, Paulist Young Adult Ministries, Busted Halo.com and author of “Googling God”
Audience: Pastoral Leadership – parishes, schools, societal ministers, leaders working with young adults
Cost: $25 includes continental breakfast
Contact: Mary Foley, mafoley@stritch.edu or 414-410-4405
Co-sponsored by the John Paul II Center of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, Saint Clare Center, Cardinal Stritch 
Campus Ministry, and Catholic Knights Insurance.

Special Theology-on-Tap 
Does God Have a Plan for Me? with Mike Hayes

Thursday, December 10 – 7:00-9:00 pm
Cardinal Stritch University, 6801 N Yates Rd, Milwaukee

Theology-on-Tap is offered for your young adults in their 20s and 30s.  For more
information:  http://www.johnpaul2center.org/NazarethProject/YoungAdult.htm

World Youth Day 2011
The next World Youth Day will held August 15-21, 2011 in Madrid, Spain.  

The John Paul II Center is beginning to plan a Young Adult (college age thru 
age 39) trip to World Youth Day 2011.  For more info: 
http://www.livingourfaith.net/home/WorldYouthDay2011.htm. 

TYME OUT Youth Ministry Center (www.tymeout.org) will coordinate a trip 
for high school aged youth. Please contact Margie Lang for more information 
262-966-1800 or margie@tymeout.org

Catholic Scouting
Pope Pius XII Retreat

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee Catholic Committee on Scouting presents a Pope Pius XII Emblem Retreat:
March 12 -14, 2010

Indian Mound Reservation Scout Camp, Oconomowoc 
Scouts must be registered Venture Crew Members or Boy Scouts of Catholic Faith. 
Cost: $60.00 per Scout or Venturer
Retreat flyer : 
http://www.milwaukeearchdiocesecatholicscouting.org/POPE%20PIUS%20XII%202008%20RETREAT.doc
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Archdiocesan News & Resources

The National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC)

Last week, the Archdiocese of Milwaukee sent 229 youth and 52 youth ministers and chaperones
to NCYC. The national gathering in Kansas City drew some 22,000 from around the country.  It 
featured lively presentations, workshops, social events, prayer experiences and liturgies – all this 
providing an experience of the vibrant faith of today's young church.  Participants from 
southeastern Wisconsin represented 17 parishes or clusters and 2 Catholic high schools.  May 
these young leaders be a blessing to their parish and school communities. 

Opportunity for Catechesis on Role of the Archbishop
The arrival of a new archbishop offers a teachable moment, an opportunity for catechesis on the 
role of bishops in the church, and of the nature of the local archdiocesan church.  Watch for simple 
resources on the web www.johnpaul2center.org or develop your own.

CCHD’s Youth Multimedia Arts Contest
2010 THEME: Empowering Communities, Uprooting Poverty

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development is sponsoring an Art Contest for youth.  
This is an opportunity for 7th -12th grader to learn about the root causes of poverty, 
investigate the work of locally or nationally funded CCHD groups, and reflect on Catholic Social Teaching 
and how it calls us to respond. The students then have the opportunity to get creative, use their talents, 
and make artwork reflecting what they have learned. They can use any medium - painting, drawing, 
sculpture, essay, poetry, powerpoint, music composition, video, website, photography - they are only 
limited by their creativity. 

For more information, please check out the national website: 
http://www.usccb.org/cchd/contestmaterials.shtml
If interested in getting your parish involved contact Nicki Steinmetz at CCHDintern@archmil.org
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10th Anniversary of Our Hearts Were Burning Within Us
Ten years ago this month, the US Bishops approved a Pastoral 
Plan on Adult Faith Formation entitled, Our Hearts Were Burning 
Within Us.  It affirmed initiatives at the time and set direction for 
further developments.  Check out the next issue of this newsletter 
for a special article.

Advent Online Resources
Advent begins next Sunday, November 29.  Check out the online resources – blessings, event 
outlines and advent calendars – at 
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/Catechesis/TopicalResources/Advent.htm. 

Support & Programs for Ministry Leaders

Gathering for Youth Ministers and DREs
WYRE Ministries invites you to a monthly gathering for prayer and fellowship!  This is an 
opportunity to be renewed in the midst of your ministry with young people.

When:  Tuesday December 15 from 10 am-12 noon (Free lunch to follow!)
Where: Redemptorist Retreat Center, Oconomowoc.
What:  Gather for refreshments, praise and worship, spiritual insights and prayer for one 
another.  Stay for lunch and continued conversation.  All at no cost to you.

Details and future gathering dates at http://www.wyreministries.org/
RSVP to Dave Braun:  dbraunym@hotmail.com

NET is coming to the Archdiocese
January - February 2010

NET – National Evangelization Teams – is a Catholic Ministry that 
features teams of young adults who conduct dynamic retreats for 
teens in Catholic parishes and schools.

NET will be here in the archdiocese in January and February.  There may still open 
dates in their schedule.  Consider a NET retreat for your young people.  Contact 
Debbie Olla, our local coordinator, at 262-781-3480 ext 252.
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Learning about L.I.F.E.
Facilitator Training

Be Trained as a Facilitator for Learning about L.I.F.E
Learning about L.I.F.E. is an exciting family-based program on relationships and abuse prevention.   
Creators of the program, Kathie Amidei and Sr. Kieran Sawyer, will present two training days for 
Learning about LIFE, one for Thursday, December 3 and one for Saturday, December 5, 8:30-3:30 
PM at the TYME OUT Youth Center.  

Sr. Kieran has been offering the program around the country over the past months (including 
Guam and Hawaii this summer and Alaska in October!), as well as in local parishes.  She continues 
to find a most enthusiastic response. Kathie Amidei will offer insights on how to implement the 
program in family-based catechetical settings.

Come! Bring a friend! This program is an invaluable way to engage parents in discussing these 
important, sensitive issues with their own children. Click here for a registration form. 

http://www.tymeout.org/uploads/FacilitatorTraining%20Dec%2009%20Registration.doc

Come and See what Just5Days
andYoung Neighbors in Action are all about!

The Center for Ministry Development has designed a new program, Just5Days, to help teams of 
middle schoolers and their adult leaders grow in their Catholic faith while serving their brothers 
and sisters in need.    Just5Days will be in Appleton, WI the week of June 21-25, 2010.

Learn more about Just5Days and Young Neighbors in Action, CMD's high school service learning 
program. Learn how these programs can help to grow your youth ministry – in the parish and
Catholic school. 

Join us for a Come and See event…
Tuesday, December 1, 1-2:15 PM
St. William Parish, Vercelli House
440 N. Moreland Blvd, Waukesha

(The Vercelli House is on your left as you enter the parking lot)

RSVP: Please register by contacting Nancy at 253-853-5422 or nancy@CMDnet.org.

If you can’t come to this gathered event, please join us from the comfort of your
Computer.  See the complete flyer for Come and See events at: 
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/JohnPaulIICenter/CatechesisandYouthMinistry/CMDJust5days.pdf
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Service Opportunities for Families or Youth

Food or Toy Drive
The House of Peace (HOP) provides 1,000 needy households with food to enjoy during their 
Thanksgiving and Christmas meals…and distributes gifts to over 2,000 children living in these 
households at Christmas.   Families or young people in your program can help.  Hold a food or toy 
drive.  The House of Peace provides materials that make it simple.  Find resources at: 
http://www.houseofpeacemilwaukee.org/HolidayFoodToyDrives.shtml

Souper Bowl of Caring  
What would happen if every American that celebrates the Super Bowl football game donated one 
can of food or $1 to fight hunger and poverty in their local community? The result would be an 
astounding $90 million in cash and cans to help feed the hungry, provide shelter to the homeless 
and help our neighbors in need. Join the Souper Bowl of Caring and help make this vision a reality! 

Souper Bowl of Caring is a simple, yet tangible way for parishes to offer assistance to hungry and 
hurting families in communities across the US, while sharing the hope and love of Christ.  Focused 
on Super Bowl weekend, it is a nation-wide youth-led weekend of giving and serving.  
Last year, at least 20 parishes in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee
participated.  Its simple:
•  REGISTER to receive free promotional materials;
•  COLLECT donations on Super Bowl Sunday;
•  REPORT results to the Souper Bowl of Caring so the country can see 
the combined power of caring;
•  DONATE 100% of your collection to the charity of your choice.

The Souper Bowl website offers ideas, registration and publicity resources: 
http://www.souperbowl.org/

FAIR TRADE FILMS

In an efforts to foster a more Fair Trade Archdiocese, World Mission Ministries offers a list of 
educational films.  These are available for free loan from Four Corners Fair Trade Store, 5401 West 
Vliet Street, Milwaukee.  For a list and brief descriptions of the films: 

http://www.johnpaul2center.org/JohnPaulIICenter/CatechesisandYouthMinistry/FairTradeFilms.doc
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Catechist Formation Opportunities

Ongoing Catechist Formation Programs are continuing in Districts 3 and 12, and 
through the St. Clare Center of Cardinal Stritch University.

Dist 3 - Walworth & Western Racine, Kenosha Counties
BASIC Religious Education Certification Program

St. Alphonsus, New Munster
2nd Saturday of the Month

8:00 a.m. – 12 noon

For more information, contact: Sandi Schmitt at schmitts@archmil.org

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

District 12 – NW Milwaukee County

Forming the Catechetical Spirit
BASIC Religious Education Certification Program

2nd Saturday of the Month (mostly!)  8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
*August & April   8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., lunch included

St. Therese Parish
9525 W. Bluemound Rd, Milwaukee

Contact: Liz Kuhn, (414) 258-2604 x33,  kuhnl@christkingparish.org

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

Pentecost Mission
Sponsored by the St. Clare Center, the Pentecost Mission is a basic religious education program for 
adults.  It provides excellent classes in Scripture and Theology, appropriate for Basic-level catechist 
formation (3 clock hours per session).  Classes are held on Saturday mornings, and are offered in 
English and in Spanish.  For schedule, topics and registration, download a flyer:

English Program at Cardinal Stritch University, 6801 N. Yates Road, Milwaukee
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/images/Pentecost_Mission_Fall_English.pdf

Spanish Program at Cardinal Stritch University, 6801 N. Yates Road, Milwaukee
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/images/Pentecost_Mission_Fall_Spanish_Milwaukee.pdf

Spanish Program at Saint Benedict Parish, 137 Dewey Avenue, Fontana, WI
http://www.johnpaul2center.org/images/Pentecost_Mission_Fall_Spanish_Fontana.pdf
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District DRE/DYM Meetings:
Directors of Religious Education and Youth Ministry are strongly encouraged to attend their 
respective District DRE/DYM meetings that take place monthly throughout the Archdiocese.  
Important: If your district has scheduled meetings beyond those printed below, please contact Bonnie 
Bresnahan at (414) 758-2240, or bresnahanb@archmil.org so they can be included in subsequent 
newsletters.  Thank you for your cooperation!  (Updated:  11/24/2009)

District 1 (Kenosha County)

K.A.R.E. Group Contact:  Colleen Reddy
(262) 656-7362 or delaneyj@archmil.org

District 8 (Fond du Lac County)
Tuesday, January 19, 1:15 p.m. at St. Joseph, Waupun
Contact Person:  Terese Markl
(920) 324-5400 ext. 25 or childfam@stjoeschurch.org

District 2 RADRE (Racine County)
Monday, December 14, 11:00-2:30 p.m. at Siena 
Center,  Racine (Faith, Food & Fun)
Contact Person:  Susan Gehrig
(262) 633-9005 or gehrigs@archmil.org

District 9 (Sheboygan County)
Thursday, December 10, 11:00 a.m. at Brickhouse 
Bistro
Contact Person:  Barb Leonhardt
(920) 452-2759 or leonhardtb@archmil.org

District 3 (Walworth County)
Thursday, January 14, 9:00 a.m., Morning of 
Reflection/Lunch at St. John, Twin Lakes
Contact Person:  Anne Trautner
(262) 248-8526 or rep@stfrancislg.com

District 10 (Ozaukee County)

Contact Person: Terry Mahler
(920) 994-8033 or mahlert@archmil.org

Districts 4/5 (Waukesha County)

DREs:  Tuesday, December 15, 11:30 a.m., 
Christmas Lunch with DYMs at Tyme Out Center

DYMs:  Tuesday, December 1, Noon Lunch/Mtg.  
at St. William, Waukesha, followed by Ann Marie 
Eckert presentation
DRE Contact Person:  Kay Hokans
(262) 547-2763 ext. 206 or khokans.cf@tds.net
DYM Contact Person:  Deb Olla
(262) 783-4248 or debbie.olla@stdominic.net

District 12 (Milwaukee County North, Northwest, West)

Contact Person:  Liz Kuhn
(414) 258-2604  ext. 33 or kuhnl@christkingparish.org

District 6 (Washington County)

Contact Person:  Maureen Mitchell
(262) 628-1141 or mmitchell@sgabrielp.org

District 13 (Milwaukee County East, Central, North 
Shore) 
Wednesday, December 9, 12:30 p.m. at Rio West 
Cantina (2730 W. Humboldt)
Contact Person: Rita Capriolo
(414) 918-1131 or capriolor@archmil.org

District 7 (Dodge County)
Tuesday, January 5, 9:00 a.m. at St. Mary, Lomira
Contact Person:  Bill Thimm
(920) 485-0694 or wjtsheart@sbcglobal.net

Districts 14/15/16 (Milwaukee County South, Southwest)

DRES:  
DYMs:  
DRE Contact Person:  Jim Beuscher
(414) 425-3101 or beuscherj@stmaryhc.org
DYM Contact Person:  Carol Fischer
(414) 421-0690 or carol@st-alphonsus.org


